
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

December 8, 2021 
 

The public works committee met on December 8, 2021, at 4:30 p.m. in the council chambers at city hall. 
 
Present:  Chairman Gould, Alderperson Sharp, Alderperson Bredeman, Alderperson Vanbruwaene, 
Alderperson Connor, Mayor Hughes, Attorney Kevin Day, Engineer Ken Coulter and Dave Horton, Office 
Manager Passage, Economic Development Director Beadles 
Present by Phone: Superintendent Sutherland 
Chairman Gould called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No Public Comment 
 
PURPOSE 
Mayor Hughes asked that the committee address the Sewer Issue agenda item first then the Bike Path 
agenda item as there are people in the audience for said topics.  The consensus of the committee was to 
discuss the two said items first. 
 
Sewer Issue – Mary Stewart – 1525 Cloverdale – Superintendent Sutherland explained that there was a 
sewer problem at 1525 Cloverdale and the problem was in the stub.  He stated that since he has been 
with the city when a sewer line is in an easement it is the property owner’s responsibility to repair all 
the way to the main. 
Marty Stewart, property owner at 1525 Cloverdale addressed the committee.  He explained he had a 
sewer problem on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.  He advised the city and the city informed him 
the city main was flowing therefore; it was the property owners’ problem.  He hired Arnold Plumbing to 
fix the problem and they found the problem to be in the stub.  He stated that he believes the root 
problem came from the City’s main.  He read the attached letter from Arnold Plumbing.  Office Manager 
Passage displayed pictures of the problem and the repair that were provided by Mr. Stewart.  A 
discussion ensued regarding the maintenance of city mains, if any adjacent property owners had issues, 
and the repair of the problem.  Superintendent Sutherland stated that past practice is that the city is 
responsible for the main, not the stub and he believes the problem started at the stub as the city would 
not have flow in the main if there were roots in the main.  Superintendent Sutherland explained how the 
mains are maintained to determine flow and the process of jetting the sewer line.  He stated that there 
are routine maintenance checks done on Fridays.  Mr. Stewart stated he believes it is impossible for tree 
roots to grow from his line since his line was plastic and the roots were on the inside.  After discussion, it 
was the consensus of the committee to have the Office Manager submit a claim to our insurance 
company regarding this issue. 
 
Discussion – Bike Path – Andy Ruhland member of the bike path task force committee addressed the 
committee regarding the bike path.  He stated that the committee had to revise the bike path routes 
due to costs and he was there to address the new bike path that goes from Sycamore Street to Walnut 
Street on Bradley Avenue.  He explained that when a road had two sidewalks other municipalities have 
been replacing one sidewalk with bike paths.  He was advised that the city will be improving Bradley 
Avenue and explained that the Bike Path Committee would like for the city to consider, when they 
replace the sidewalks in that area, to replace the sidewalk with a wider bike path.  He stated that the  
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bike path committee will be submitting better plans in January.  Engineer Coulter stated that the city will 
be improving Bradley Avenue, however; they will only be improving the sidewalk sections at the corner 
of the streets for ADA purposes.   
Economic Development Director Beadles addressed the committee regarding the Bike Path.  She stated 
that when the city hired TWM it was determined that our initial funding numbers were low and there 
were insufficient funds for the routes.   With insufficient funds, TWM offered four options to the bike 
path task force.  The Task Force chose the option to change the routes by abandoning the purple and 
green routes and submit a new route for the ITEP grant.  This would require the city to send a letter to 
ITEP to seek additional funding.  Due to this being a time sensitive issue, she was advised to bring this to 
the public works committee and seek their recommendation regarding bring the letter to the city 
council for approval.  After discussion, the consensus of the committee was to have Chairman Gould 
place this as an agenda item to seek approval for the letter to be sent to ITEP at the December 13 
council meeting. 
 
Budget 21-22 – Office Manager Passage reported for Superintendent Sutherland the month of 
November the budget expenses are as follows: 
Road & Bridge – 46.15% 
Water Department – 36.60% 
Sewer Department – 50.11% 
Motor Fuel Tax – 74.57% 
For November the percentage should be 58.31% 
 
High Water Usage Waiver Request – Office Manager reported that the Superintendent did the dye test 
at 622 Beech and determined it did not go through the system.  Therefore, $30.34 was waived and it 
was sent to the Sanitary District.  There are no other high usage waivers. 
 
Ordinance – Restricted Parking Space – Molly’s – Cedar Street – City Attorney Day advised the 
committee he was preparing the ordinance regarding the two restricted parking spaces on Cedar Street.   
He requested that the committee determine what time they wanted on the 15-minute restriction. He 
said that Molly’s operating hours on Saturdays were from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 pm. A discussion ensued 
and the consensus of the committee was to have the hours be 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., which would 
reflect one hour before and one hour after their operational hours.  A discussion was held regarding if 
this restriction pertained to Molly’s customers only.  The consensus of the committee was to have the 
restriction apply to all.   The consensus of the committee was to bring the ordinance to the city council 
on December 13, 2021 for approval. 
 
Report – Lien – Office Manager Passage advised the committee that there is one lien letter will be 
processed for 1721 Cloverdale, should payment not be received by December 10, 2021. 
 
MFT Resolution – Engineer Coulter presented the 2022 MFT General Maintenance Resolution. 
The consensus of the committee was to present the resolution to the city council on Dec. 13 for 
approval. 
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2022 -2023 Budget – Office Manager Passage advised the committee that each department head is in 
receipt of the budget works sheets for 2022-2023 and they should be ask that the committee’s give any 
expenses or projects they would like included. 
 
Project Update – Engineer Coulter reported that the soil testing was completed and the invoice for 
$2,000 that was council approved will be in the bills for approval December 13. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Drainage – Engineer Coulter discussed the findings from their investigation regarding drainage.  He gave 
the summary of the costs to do the potential drainage projects in phases.  A discussion ensued regarding 
the benefits of phasing the potential drainage projects and being able to obtain property to for the 
retention area.  Engineer Coulter stated the retention area could also be done in phases.  Attached in 
the information.  A discussion was held regarding funding and if ARPA funds could be used.  Office 
Manager Passage stated that Economic Development Director Beadles is handling the ARPA Funds and 
ED Director Beadles should be scheduling a meeting sometime to discuss how the city would use the 
ARPA funds. 
 
SUMMARY 
Council Agenda Items – Resolution – MFT General Maintenance 
   Ordinance – Restricted Parking Spaces – Cedar St. 
   ITEP Letter – Bike Path 
Chairperson – Actions - Nothing 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Chairman Gould 
 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 
 


